Bible Studies

Daniel (14)

Daniel’s Prayer

Daniel 9:1-19

Introduction


It’s clear that God chose Daniel as His special instrument through which He would reveal secrets that no one else knew. In that way, he was similar to John in New Testament times. It was in the first year of the reign of King Darius that Daniel had a visit from the angel Gabriel after spending time in earnest prayer. Darius is here called the son of Xerxes, but probably not the one who married Queen Esther because he was a Persian, and here Xerxes is called a Mede. It seems that various kings were called Xerxes, so it may have been a kind of title in the Medo-Persian Empire like Caesar in the Roman Empire. The first year of the reign of Darius was in 539 BC, 66 years after Daniel had been exiled. Daniel was now probably 82 years old.

Read Dan. 9:1-6

I. Jeremiah’s prophecy

A. In the first year of the reign of Darius Daniel had an experience that resulted from his study of the scriptures. Evidently some one had sent him the scroll or book written by Jeremiah and recorded by Baruch. There was no question in Daniel’s mind that this was the word of the Lord given to Jeremiah. It’s significant that Daniel recognized Jeremiah’s writings as part of the Scriptures – the very Word of God. What had Jeremiah written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit? He wrote that Israel would be a desolate wasteland and the Jews would serve the King of Babylon for 70 years. Jer. 25:11-12 At that time Babylon would be overthrown, and the Jews would return to their land. Jer. 29:10 Daniel had seen Babylon overthrown the night of Belshazzar’s feast. Now the Babylonian Empire had been replaced by the Medo-Persian Empire. And the date was 539 BC, 66 years after Daniel’s captivity. 

B. Daniel knew that Jeremiah’s writing was the word of the Lord, not just something dreamed up by a crazy prophet as many people thought during Jeremiah’s lifetime. Daniel read and believed that after 70 years God would bring His people back to His land. He also knew that those 70 years were almost completed. I think Daniel took this very seriously, and also perhaps the verses following Jer. 29:10. In Jer. 29:11-14 Daniel read that near the end of the 70 years, people would pray and seek God’s face, and He would answer them. Daniel decided that it was time to do just that! He turned to the Lord in a period of prayer and petition, with fasting, sackcloth and ashes. Daniel was a great man of prayer, willing to die in the lions’ den in order to stay close to God. In Ezek. 14:13-14 the prophet Ezekiel named Daniel along with Noah and Job as outstanding men of righteousness. 

II. Daniel’s confession and worship

A. Daniel’s prayer seems to be a combination of worship, confession and petition. Actually it’s a good model for our prayers. Our prayers are too often just asking, asking, asking. We also need to be worshiping our wonderful Lord and confessing our sins to Him. Why did Daniel put on the sackcloth and ashes of someone mourning? He realized that God’s people had miserably failed Him and gone into sin of all kinds. Moses had revealed the principle on which God would deal with His covenant people: obedience would bring blessing and disobedience would bring discipline. One form of discipline was that Israel would serve Gentile powers as they were in Daniel’s time, serving first Babylon and later Medo-Persia. Deut. 28:15,47-49 Moses also revealed the basis on which the discipline would be lifted and Israel would be restored. The Jews would have to return to God; then He would return them to their land. Deut. 30:1-3

B. Daniel’s prayer is first of all one of confession – of his own sin and the sin of his people Israel. I don’t think that Daniel had that many personal sins to confess, but he was aware that God’s discipline had fallen on Israel because of their many sins. Daniel uses repeated contrasts between God’s character and our sinfulness. He is the great and awesome God who keeps His covenant of love with all who love Him and obey His commands. Many people treat love as a New Testament concept. Somehow they see in the Old Testament God’s wrath and displeasure. But if they miss God’s love and grace in His Word from the beginning, they are not reading the Old Testament carefully with insight. God has always been a God of love. Though He is far away in the sense of being far above us – “great and awesome” – He is also a Father who has a covenant of love with His loved ones that love Him. He never breaks that! Sometimes we do! 

C. God always keeps His covenants, but they include “ifs” and “buts”. He will carry out His part, but we must also carry out our part! He will not just overlook our sins. To do that would make Him an unjust Judge. God’s covenant of love is not with everyone. It’s with all that love Him and obey His commands. But they had not done that. Daniel listed some of their sins, saying they had been wicked and rebellious. They had turned away from God’s commands and laws. They had not listened to God’s servants, the prophets who had spoken in God’s name – like Jeremiah. Daniel uses “we” instead of “they”, though he was not one of those who had rebelled and ignored God’s prophets. As a Jew, he included himself with his people, as I do when I pray for my country.
Read Dan. 9:7-14

III. God is righteous; we are sinful

A. Daniel continues his contrast, always upholding and honoring God, even as he confesses the condition of His people.

1.) “The Lord is righteous….BUT we are covered with shame.” Daniel includes all the people of Judah, Jerusalem and Israel who were scattered in the lands where God had sent them. They were scattered, not because God was evil, but because they were unfaithful. Sometimes we like to blame God for the bad things that happen to us when actually they are the result of our sin.

2.) “The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving…EVEN THOUGH we have rebelled against Him.” The reason that Daniel dared to come to God with these confessions and requests was that God is merciful and forgiving. That is His character. On the other hand, all Israel had transgressed His law and turned away, refusing to obey Him. 

B. Daniel makes it clear that the curses and sworn judgments that had come on Israel were all written in the Law of Moses, as we have seen especially in Deuteronomy. The words had been spoken against them and their rulers. Daniel thought that under the whole heaven – in all the world – nothing had been done like what was done to Jerusalem. Judgment had come on other kingdoms, but no kingdom had been favored by God as Israel had. No people had been as clearly warned as the Jews had. But still the people did not seek the favor of the Lord their God by turning from their sins and giving attention to God’s truth. That’s why the Lord brought disaster upon them. Again, God did not do these things because He is a cruel and evil God like Allah of the Muslims is. He is righteous in everything He does, merciful and forgiving. We are the guilty ones for not obeying Him. It is well to remember that the more the Lord gives us, the more He will require of us. Luke 12:47-48

Read Dan. 9:15-19

IV. Daniel’s petition

A. Now Daniel appeals to God on the basis of His great Name, just as Moses did when God threatened to destroy the nation at Sinai. Daniel remembers and reminds God about the exodus from Egypt. At that time the Lord made for Himself a great name by sending the plagues on Egypt and opening the Red Sea for the Israelites to pass through. Jer. 32:21 That great name God made for Himself was still remembered in Daniel’s day - and it will never be forgotten. It was a watershed event in the life of Israel, similar to but not as great as the cross is to us. It is evidence of the God who delivers His people. But in Daniel’s time the Jews were no longer remembered as the delivered people. Now they were seen as the judged people. Now Daniel appeals to God to turn away His anger and wrath from Jerusalem, His city and His holy hill.

B. Daniel knew that God’s wrath rested on Jerusalem, and he knew why. He knew that the sins of their fathers had turned Jerusalem and the Jews, God’s chosen people, into the object of scorn to all those around them. From being an object of praise to God’s great name, they had become an object of scorn and ridicule to everyone where they had been sent. There is nothing worse than a church or a Christian that claims to belong to God, but who dishonors and disobeys the One he calls Lord. God’s greatest wrath comes down on those who do this because they bring down scorn and ridicule, not only on themselves, but also on the Lord of glory! In spite of the justice of the punishment, Daniel pleads for mercy. Mercy is our only hope, too. We deserve everlasting death, but in His mercy God promises us eternal life, won for us by the death of His own Son!

V. “For Your sake”…

A. So Daniel pleads for God to turn away from His righteous anger – not for their sakes, because they don’t deserve anything – but for His own sake and the sake of His great Name. “For Your sake, O Lord, look with favor on Your desolate sanctuary.” Only God’s favor could change this desolate picture. Humbly Daniel acknowledges that they don’t deserve anything from God. They cannot point to their own righteousness, but only to His great mercy. As we pray and intercede for others, we can’t make requests of God because we are so good. We are unfaithful servants, prone to wander. Our intercession must be made on the basis of His great mercy – nothing else!

B. Daniel cries out in anguish for his people and his land: “Oh, Lord, listen!…Oh, Lord, forgive!…Oh, Lord, hear and act!” This is not because Daniel himself had anything to gain from this. He was in his eighties. No doubt he would die in Babylon. But God had given him the vision of a restored temple and nation, and the burden to pray for it, even while he faithfully served in the government of Darius. Daniel emphasizes God’s glory in his prayer. “For Your sake, O my God, do not delay because Your city and Your people bear Your Name.” So our intercession should have this focus – the glory of God, the honor of His name, the restoration of His possessions and His people!

Conclusion


Do you sometimes wonder if God has heard your prayer and if He will answer it? Next week we will learn the amazing things God revealed in answer to Daniel’s prayer. But we can look at historical and Biblical evidence to see that God was at work. Daniel prayed this prayer in 539 BC. One year later, in 538 BC, King Cyrus issued the first decree, allowing the Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple. Ezra 1:1-4 Does this mean that God would not have moved Cyrus’ heart if Daniel had not prayed? The Lord had given the prophecy of Jeremiah and He fulfilled it through a foreign King – Cyrus. But Daniel, who trusted the mercy of God and who believed God’s Word, was a partner in this great enterprise through prayer. If we pray according to God’s will, obeying His commands, and pleasing Him, we can be sure that He will answer because we are just His partners in His great enterprises. I John 3:21-22; 5:14-15 The Holy Spirit will lead us to pray for what God wants if we are listening to Him.

